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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HUMA~IS~ SOCIETY

7.heSociety has continued tn function in ~n anae~ic wDy without making
Much iltprcssion upon the rest of the College; perh3ps due tc the reluctance of

its members to arouse controversy. Neither Professor Elvin, Dr Robin Marris,
r.orMr Blackham attracted the audien~~s th~y deserved, despite their excelient

flddresscs. 11o\oJevorthe visit to B€:dalesSchool, and thE::Social, with the pro-
c0cds in aid e;fthe App(:~lfor /Imnesty,were o'.)th cnjvyod ~m;} well-supported,

and the Amnesty .G~oup in Un~v~rsity C01leg~ deseryi::3to be ccngratulated for
its work on behalf of Joe Appiah, who has rc<.;cntlybeen r<:;lea~cd ft'om irr.prison-
r:lOnt.

In th"
Jones entitled

been arranged,
tern.

Spring ~erm we h~ve already had a fr:s<.;inatingtalk by Dr Howar~
"A SocioLlgist looks at Drunkeness". Various ether neetings have
and we will be producing our ::\agazine "Ethic" by the end of

Secretary: Peter Ebbnt3cn
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Secretary: Ivor Rodgers

MANCHESTER: MA!;CHESTER UNIVERSITY HUMMJIST SOCIETY

There were no ~eetings of the Society last tern due to the po(.r crgan-
isa+'ion of the previous cornrni.tteo. However a n(;,,,1~ommittee have be'~n elected,
and a number of 1!\eetings 9.rranged for thQ Spring, which. -will ~ ~-ej.y-pu1T.rnr:='
ised. The aim of t~e CO~Qitted is to buildup a nuc10u~for next s~ssion which
will be organised ~ell in adv~nce.

SccreLary: Petor A. ~ood

OXFC1RD: OXFORD UNIVERSITY HTJr'.ANIST GROUP

La~jt term was ovcrwhelrdnglJP the most successfut in our ~hort history
)f less than flVC: yee"!"s. Our nembership scared above 1,200. This '.iQSlargely
due to the brilliant gAlaxy of speakers we were qbla to obtain. Only members
are p~rmittcd to attend meetings, so thqt 1!\any joined merely to hc~r the spe~k-
ers; ever. so, th~y were bound tc be influonced by them. Th~ &VCr~g8 nttendpnce

at meetings w~s well ever tw~ hu~d~od.
Our firstDei:;tinr, !~"'T':1 fx;loff, foreign correspondent of liThe Observer"

on "llil:. Cold W')r anI t!.to Cor.;""J'~nMark.:t", although rot a sp<:cifically Hum::mi~,t
theme, '';US intcre£;tinG DC'CD.U5C('1'its tcpicali ty. .Lionel Elvin en "Religious
Instruction and MOr":l Education" gaVf:~ very c10~r and forceful statement of
the ~umanist point of vi;.:'", in educati::;r.. Our larf'0st '1udienc,-, ever, about 800
(including 11contingent frolt Ca,~bridg(;) hear'; R0bert Graves give r.is usunl
light-heartedan(l flip~n"'; :rq-~bll:, this tin\;un1erthu titleof "Superstition".
The overridinG theme of J.S.L.Gilmour's t:31k on "Absolute Nonsonse" as qssen-
ti'=illy "Metaphysics is bunk". ; J .Ay..:r'W'3Sreally cr top of his forn' when he
gave us 11 scintillating account of the interplay between "Philosophyand Poli-
ticsI!, from Plato to Marx and oeycnd. H.1.Pi .Hart gdvc us 9.n excellent intro-
duction to elenentary jurisprudonce in bis .:liscussion of "~'ho Lee:a1 Inforce-
ment of Morality". Stuart Morris froin the Pe~lCt; Pledge Union attempted to give
"An Intellectual .Justification vf Pacifim,". ]'hc sort :)f absolute pacifisn he
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W<.:lSadvocating (llviolenceis always tht:! greater of two evils, regardless of
what the oth\3r is'')seemed to me to contradict the basic Humanist outlook of

abnndoning absolutes and considering each case on its merits.
Sir Julian Huxl~y was ordered by his doctor to give up his speaking en-

gagements, and sent us a letter tc this effect. However, whon he heard from
the Ethical Union how successful we had become, he sent a telegram cancelling
his cancellation. ~o ease the strain of answering questions, he brought Paul

Cherrinb~on, Chairman of the E.U.Development Committee, with hi~. In the
ccurse of his talk on "The Humanist Revolution", Sir Julian said IIHumanism is

in the van of human progress, and the Oxford University Humanist Group is in
the van of humanis~". Mr Cherrington talked about th~ targets the Humanist
movement should set itself; as his audience would be part of the establishment

by the turn of the century, he saw no reqson why these targets should not be
achieved.

There was almcst nv disagreement between us 3nd Bishop Ambrose Reeves
on "Homosexuality". HE:: used the word "sin" once, but apologised for doing so.
A.G.N .Fle\~gave R lucid expositionof "The Principle of Euthanasia". Our last
meeting of the term was in many ways one of our best. Margh3nita Laski gave a
most convincing and symp:1thcticaccount of "Atheism 'md.Religious Needs". ShE:
said th~t many peopl~ were unable to face life without the support of reli~us

customs, ceremonies or prayers, even though they rejected the doctrine on which
these depended. She did not include hcr~elf in this class, ~nd the audience
was equally keen to dissociate itself.

At our Policy Meeting t~n resolutions were passed and sent to the app-
ropriate authorities. Formal acl\n2wJ,..i:dW')1cnts...JdUr.c.~~17!" i:tre"'"Un~ersec-

retary of S~nte, tne ~naersccrotaryof State for Foreign Affairs, and the Chief
Assistant to the Director General of the B.B.C. The Ministry of Education was.

sufficiently intere~tcd in our resolution "That OUHG CGlls for the abolition of

religious instruction in schools" to write f:)rfurther dotails of our arguments I

which were sent. I'm sure the 1944 Education Act would soon be altered if a

larf0 number of societiesand individualswrote lett~ra demanding this. .

As well as meetings with distinguished guests, we had discussions every

Sunday afternoon. These were introduced by prominent members of the Group, and
were usually on fairly popular subjects (marriage, alcoholism,education and
similar topics). These were usually too well a~tended for ~ost present to take
part in the discussion; infornal discussion mer..:succ2ssfully flourished in

smaller groups over tea after the me~ting had endod.
A new series of Sunday Gvening discussions, under the title "Study Group

on Philosophy" was introduced. Th~se were for th~ serious, but informal, dis-
cussion of philosophic31 problems abov{; the intruuuctory lcv-:Jl. They ',lOro gcn-
ern lly led by third-y.:mr or post-graduate students. TitIcs included "Nietzcr.e Is
Moral Philosophy", "Society and Ethics" etc. ThesC'philosophical discussions
proved se.worth-while that they are being continud this term, and we hope that
they will become a pe~3nent feature of our future progr~~mes.

Uuri~g th~ course of the tuTv.. four War-cn-Want lunches were h~ld, mak~.

ing a profit of about ten pound8 for the W~r-0n-Want organisation. This term
these will b0cor.le: a regulnr e;:kly fea.ture:, and \\'0 expect that thi3 will consid-
erably increase the attendance. OUHG printing press continl;ed to work non-

stop, cith0r printing our own card, posters and stationery, or else doing out-
side work to enl'n purt of the incomt:; necossary to meet our own large expenses.
The Group has also be un ':Iuch involvE:d in the campaign to gain women Is right to
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full l:lembership of the Oxford Union Society.
The rise in popularity ~nd strengtt of OUHG has coincidedwit~ its ac-

quirin~ ~ ~uch more clearly defined imag0. Nearly every undergraduate knows
that we oppose all forms of or~nis8d religion,not 8~king Christianityan ex-
ception in any way; some recoil with di~g~st at the m~nticn of our name. Our
constitution, fer the first time, exclu'led anyone \~i th the vaeuc;st theistic or
pantheistictendencies from being a mc~ber of cOQmittc'j.SG~ictie3 whi~h stand
for a well defined position with which some pecpl~ ddfinit~lydisagro0 will get
pl"cpleinterested in gen:::~rol, ::w well as injoctinv enthusiasr.1into these who
hol:! tho position. ','e stand fer a constrncti vc 0.1t\;;rn~,-ti vc to th." religious
\oID.Yof life, :::nd openly ancl fr;.rcefully state this. If 'liS merely steod for the
positi::m that, say , it is better to make !>cople happy th9n r:;is(~r8blc, ne-one
wauln have been offended, Qnd h~rjly anycne interested. ~/0ry sp~~k8r visiting
us this teIT.1 weuld ,"18.3~ribe timself~s I) Humanist, using ttif; tE:rn tD include
the rejoction of nIl forms of revefllod roligion ~s props to thc,:irown lives.
The chief justifi~ati0n for th~ existence of eny Jniv8rsity HU~~nist Group
:JUl"Lt to,' bu tho pcpulf1risftt:ion \Jfthis outlook.

The ~r0at strni~s 8nd diffi8ultiescf running Q society as large qnd
activ0 [113 our:-. b()~f.1!'le V0.ry '1p~r.:mt lr:.i>t term. The '1r.10unt of work invr)lved WflS

so excc<;siv,)that ncedemic "Jork r.ad in many cr!ses t" DL S11rJly n&glected. The
studont newslXlper "Cherwell" in voting w, the tcp socioty in the University (a-
part frOli: tho Union) s8id: "The HUf.1anist Group is f~u and away the liveliest of
th8 club~ this term; offici~nt~nd ~ntt~siastic 0rganisation, good attendances,
and:] full Qnd lively prograliJI!e".

I hope readers will forgive ~ll this trumpet-blowing - but we do think
tha t a re.;}l pU13iti. ve sJ;epJ.oD'ID.1':.;i ..r.as n('c:n maa.c.. 1,W.h~po-thAi; we-e~H'!-e~ti.nuEr-
to thrive; certainly there is still mucr. work to be done, considering the crowds
packed into the churches hero every Sunday.

Chgirw~n: L~onarj Evans (St.PGter's).
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SOUTKAMPTON: SOUTBAMPTONUNIVERSITY HU~~NIST SOCIETY

Th(J Humanist Soch;ty got off to a slow st1rt, (lue to various reasons.
Firstly, the varicus reli~ious factions are very stron~ hero, and in many peo-
ple 1 s minds, t.w>;;n mr.ongst i;hoiJe nct ccmci tted to ~ particula r religious sect 7

HUffianis~ is regarded with somo suspicion. Tho b0st way to overcome this i~ by
havir.g uutsidc spoab:;rs 5uppluoented by .iiscussicns, since more people will be
attraoted to a me0ting with 3n outsido spcak~r trillnto ~ student discussion.
Howevur, the great bugbear horv is fin~noe. Our fin~nci~l rGsourccs arc ex-

tremely precarious, ~nd extcrnsl sp8~k8rs would impose too creat ~ G~rain. ThuG
we have s0m~wh9t of a vicious circl~.

Last tern, we had sev,;r81 infoID8l 'Jiscussions, 9.nrJ St talk b~; Professor
t4aci V0r entitled "Humanism (,r R"1tionalis::J? If II Town Humanist Group is b0inp: for-
me~.: shortly 1 and 'NC hope to hf1vC SCI::-: jc'>int m<"'Gtings with it this terr.1. \'/0 :11080
hope to hear Mrs Harg--:rctSmi t~. <;nlking on PQsi tivo Hatorialism later in term.

Secretary: K. P2ublys



The University Humanist Federation was formed in 1959. Tony Brierleywas the chairman for most of its life-
his leaving seems to have been the occasion for its decline. My papers are incomplete - this is from what I
have:-

For many years it held a residential conference on the first weekend in January.

Jan 1960 - 1st conf - Birmingham

Jan 7-8 1961- 2nd conf - Birmingham. A Humanist Approach to Social and Political Problems

Jan 1961: Bulletin no 5: 8 sides of duplicated foolscap. Report on conference, admin reports, reports
from groups; Cambridge, Keele, London, Imperial ColiLondon, UCL,Newcastle, Oxford.

June 1961: Bulletin no 6: 8 sides, reports from Israel, Holland & 10 groups.

Jan 1962 - 3rd conf - Leicester - Education

Spring 1962: Bulletin no 8: 6 sides. Reports publicity on conference in Daily Mirror Feb 19. Reports from
9 groups. Oxford: "Michael mas 1961 had record membership at 650.

Summer 1962: Bulletin no 9: 32 sides of quarto + card covers. Articles by Bertrand Russell, Rupert
Crawshay Williams, David Stewart etc. , book reviews, letters, reports from groups

Autumn 1963: Bulletin no 10: 24 sides of quarto + covers.

Jan 1963 - 4th conf, at Leicester - Humanism - incl ceremonies, counselling, confirmation in Norway - all
led by Paul Cherrington. Listof 16 university groups. Report on conference produced - 15 sides of
quarto -lists over 50 attending + press reports in Leicester Mercury.

Spring 1963: Bulletin no 11: 34 sides of quarto. Articles by EM Forster, J S LGilmour & others. Reports
from groups incl Oxford "over 1200 members" last term: see attached.

Summer 1963: Bulletin no 12: 16 sides of quarto + covers. Article on "How to be Successful" from
Oxford! Oxford in Hilary 1963 hasover 900 members.

Autumn 1963: Bulletin no 13: articles incl one by Barbara Wootton, poems, reports: Oxford in Trinity had
over 600 members.

Jan 1964: 5th conf - Leicester.Marriageand the place of women in society. Mrs Florence Maude BA Dip

Soc Sc & Dr James Hemming; symposium led by women students.

Spring 1964: Bulletin no 14: printed on semi-gloss paper -17 sides of quarto, 2 coIsof small print. Report
on Marriage conf. Inc all the discussion group reports; reports from 8 groupsinc Oxford- 1200members
in Michaelmas.

Summer1964: Bulletin no 15: 18 sides duplicated quarto. 5 articles plus reports. Oxford: "greater

publicity than ever before. . .we waged a campaign against the evangelical OICCUduring their mission
week and our membership was down on the previous term by over 50%".

Autumn 1964: Bulletin no 16: 34 sides quarto duplicated. Article by HJB(Humanism and Art) and

another on "Religion and the Far Eastern Crisis. Supplement: Humanism in Action- A Guide to British
Humanism / Educationin Bechuanaland/ Lettersto the Press["Humanist Approach"] / The YouthService
[formation of a youth service committee] / Housing the Elderly [Ethical Union Housing Assoc] /plus list of
Local Humanist Groups and of friendly campaigns & organisations.




