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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HUMANIST SOCIETY

The Sociely has continued to funetien in an anaemic way without making
much impression upon the rest cof the College; perhaps due tc the reluctance of
its members tc arouse controversy. Neither Professor Zlvin, Dr Robin Marris,
nor Mr Blackham attracted the audiences they deserved, despite their excellent
nddresses. However the visit to Bedales School, and the Social, with the pro-
cceds in aid of the Appeal for Amnesty, were both enjuyed and well-supported,
and the Amnesty Group in University College deserves to be congratulated for
its work on behalf of Joe Appiah, who has recently been rclessed from imprison-
nent.

In the Spring Term we have already had a fascinating talk by Dr Howard
Jones entitled "A Sociologist looks at Drunkeness". Varicus other meetings have
been arranged, and wc will be producing cur magazine "Bthic" oy the end of
tern.

Secretary: Peter Ebbatscn
LEEDS: LEZDS UNIVERSITY HUMANIST SOCLETY
Secretary: Ivor Rodgers
MANCHESTER: MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY HUMANIST SOQCIETY

There were neo meetings of the Society last term due tc the pcor crgan-
isation of the previocus committec. However a new committee have been elected,
and a number of meetings arranged for the Spring, which wiid- be-widelypublic= R
ised. The aim of the committee is to build up a nuclcus for next session which
will be organised well in advance.

' Secretary: Peter A. Weod
OXFORD: OXFORD UNIVERSITY HUMANIST GROU?P

Last term was cverwhelmingly the most successful in our short history
of less than five yenrs. Our membership scared above 1,200. This was largely
due to the brilliant galaxy of speakers we were able to cobtain. Only members
are permitted to attend meetings, so thet many joined merely ¢ hear the speak-
ers; even so, taecy were bound tec be influenced by them. The average nttendance
at mectings was well over twe hundred.

Our first meeting, ¥ora Beloff, foreign correspondent of "The Observer"
on "The Cold War and the Commson Market", although not 2 specifically Humanist
theme, was interesting becausc of its tepicality. Licnel Elvin cn "Religious
Instruction and Moral Education" gave 2 very clear and forceful statement of
the Humanist point of view in education. Our largest nudience ever, about 800
(including a contingent from Caﬂhridge) hears Robert Graves give his usual
light-hearted and flippen* remble, this timc under the title of “Superstition".
The overriding theme of J.S.L.Gilmour's talk on "Absolute Nonsense" was essen-
tially "Metaphysics is bunk". a.J.Aycr was really cr top of his form when he
gave us a2 scintillating sccount of the interpley between "Philoscphy and Poli-
ties", from Plato to Marx and beyond. H.L.A.Hart gave us an excellent intro-
duction to elementary jurisprudence in his discussion of "The Legal Inforce-
ment of Morality". Stuart Morris from the Peace Pledge Union attempted to give
"An Intellectual Justification of Pacifism". The sort of absolute pacifism he
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was advocating ("viclence is always the greater of two evils, regardless of
what the other is") seemed to me to contradict the basic Humanist outlock of
abandoning absolutes and considering each case on its merits.

Sir Julian Huxley was ordered by his doctor to give up his speaking en-
gagements, and sent us a letter tc this effect. However, when he heard from
the Ethical Union how successful we had becomec, he sent a telegram cancelling
his cancellation. @0 ease the strain of answering questions, he brought Faul
Cherrington, Chairman of the E.U.Development Committeec, with him. In the
ceurse of his talk on "The Humanist Revolution'', Sir Julian said "Humanism is
in the van of human progress, and the Oxford University Humanist Group is in
the van of humanisw". Mr Cherrington talked about the targets the Humanist
movement should set itself; as his audience would be part of the establishment
by the turn of the century, he saw no reason why these targets should not be
achieved.

There was almcst no disagreement between us and Bishop Ambrose Reeves
on "Homosexuality'. He used the werd "sin" once, but apoclogised for doing so.
A.G.N.Flew gave a lucid exposition of "The Prlnulple of Buthznasia". Our last
mecting of the term was in many ways one of ocur best. DMarghanita Laski gave a
most convincing and sympathetic account of "Atheism and Religious Needs'". She
said that many people were unable to face life without the support of religdous
customs, ceremonies or prayers, even though they rejected the doctrine on which
these depended. She did not include herself in this class, and the audience
was equally keen to disscciate itself.

At our Policy Meeting ten resolutions were passed and sent to the app-
ropriate authorities. Formal acknowledgements were récsivedwErom ties Undersec—
retary—of State; the Undersccrctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and the Chief
Agsistant to the Director General of the B.B.C. The Ministry uf Education was.
sufficiently interested in our resclution "That OUHG calls for the abolition of
religiqus instruction in scheools" to write for further details of our arguments,

. which were sent. I'm sure the 1944 Education Act would socon be altered if a
large number of societies and individuals wrote letters demanding this _

As well as meetings with distinguished guests, we had dis scussions every
Sunday afternoon. These were introduced by prominent members of the Group, and
were usually on fairly popular subjects (marriage, alcohelism,education and
similar topics). These were usually tco well attended for most present to take
part in the discussion; informal discussion morc successfully flourished in
smaller groups over tea after the meeting had ended.

A new series of Sunday @vening discussicns, under the title "Study Group
on Philosophy" was introduced. These were for the serious, but informal, dis-
cussion of philosophical problems above the introductory level. They were gen-
erally led by third-year or post-graduate students. Titles included "Nietzche's
Moral Philoscphy™, "Society and Ethics" ete. These philoscophical discussions
proved 5o worth-while thet they are being continued this term, and we hope that
they will become a permanent feature of our fubture programmes.

During the course of the tarv four War-cn-Want lunches were hold, mak=.
ing a profit of about ten pounds for the War-on-Want organisation. This term
these will become a regular weskly featurc, and we expect that this will consid-
erably increase the attendance. OUHG printing press continued to work non-
stop, either printing our ocwn card, posters and stationery, or else doing out-
gide work to earn part of the income necessary to meet our own 1ar"e expenses.
The Group has also been much involved in the campaign tc gain women's right to
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full membership of the Oxford Unicn Socisty.

The rise in popularity and strength of OUHG has coincided with its ne-
quiringz = much more clearly defined image. Nearly every undergraduate knows
that we oppose all forms of organised religion, not making Christianity an ex-
ception in any way; some recoil with ust at the mention of our name. OQur
constituticn, for the first time, excluded anyone with the vagucst theistic or
pantheistic tendencies from being 2 member of committec. Soeictices whivh stand
for a well defined pesition with which some pecple definitely disagrse will get
people interested in general, as well as injeching enthusiasm into these who
hold the position. Ve stand for a constructive alternstive to the religious
way of life, aznd openly and forcefully statc this. I1f we merely stood for the
position that, say, it is betier to make people happy than miserablc, nc-cne

would have been offended, and hardly anycne interested. Zvery speaker visiting
us this tcrm weuld descrive himself os a Humanist, using this term to include
the rejection of 2ll forms of revealed religion as pre ps to their own lives.
The chl,f justificaticn for the existonce of eny University Humanist urnup
sught to bz the pﬂpulﬂrLs“*1<n of this ocutlcok.

The great strains and difficulties cf running = society 2s large and
active as ours became very apparent last term. The amount of work involved was
s0 excessive that academic work had in many ceses to be sadly neglected. The
student newspaper "Cherwell" in voting us the teop society in the University (a-
part from the Union) said: "The Humsnist Group is far and away the livelicst of
the clubs this term; cfficient and enthusiastic organisation, good attendances,
and a2 full and lively programme”. '

T hope readers will forgive all this trumpet-blowing - but we deo think
that a renl positive step forward has becn made. e hope-that we-ean-eentinue
to thrive; certainly there is still much work to be done, considering the crowds
packed intc the churches herc every Sunday.

Cheirman: Leonard Evans (St.Peter's).
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SOUTHAMPTON: SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY HUMANIST SOCIETY

The Humanist Socicty got off to a slow start, duc to variocus reasons.
Firstly, the varicus religious factions arc very strong hers, and in many peo-
ple's minds, even amongst those not committed to a perticular religious sect,
Humanism is regarded with some suspicion. The best way to overcome this is by
having outside speakers supplemented by discussions, since mere people will be
attracted to & ting with ar outside speaker than to a student discussion.
Howevoer, the great bugbear here is finsnce. Our finasncial resources arc ox-
tremely precarious, and external sposkers would impose too great 2 strain. Thus
we have somewhat of a vieious cirecle. ;

Last term, we had several infermal discussions, and = talk by Professcr
Maciver entitled "Humanism or Rationalism?" A Town Humunist Group is being for-
med shortly, and wg hope to nave scme Jownt mecetings with it this term. We also
hope to hear Mrs Margarct Smith talking on Positive Materialism latcr in term.

Secretary: K. Baublys
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The University Humanist Federation was formed in 1959. Tony Brierley was the chairman for most of its life —
his leaving seems to have been the occasion for its decline. My papers are incomplete — this is from what |
have:-

For many years it held a residential conference on the first weekend in January.
Jan 1960 — 1st conf — Birmingham
Jan 7-8 1961 — 2nd conf — Birmingham. A Humanist Approach to Social and Political Problems

Jan 1961: Bulletin no 5: 8 sides of duplicated foolscap. Report on conference, admin reports, reports
from groups; Cambridge, Keele, London, Imperial Coll London, UCL, Newcastle, Oxford.

June 1961: Bulletin no 6: 8 sides, reports from Israel, Holland & 10 groups.
Jan 1962 - 3rd conf — Leicester - Education

Spring 1962: Bulletin no 8: 6 sides. Reports publicity on conference in Daily Mirror Feb 19. Reports from
9 groups. Oxford: “Michaelmas 1961 had record membership at 650.

Summer 1962: Bulletin no 9: 32 sides of quarto + card covers. Articles by Bertrand Russell, Rupert
Crawshay Williams, David Stewart etc. , book reviews, letters, reports from groups

Autumn 1963: Bulletin no 10: 24 sides of quarto + covers.

Jan 1963 — 4th conf, at Leicester — Humanism — incl ceremonies, counselling, confirmation in Norway - all
led by Paul Cherrington. List of 16 university groups. Report on conference produced — 15 sides of
quarto — lists over 50 attending + press reports in Leicester Mercury.

Spring 1963: Bulletin no 11: 34 sides of quarto. Articles by EM Forster, J S L Gilmour & others. Reports
from groups incl Oxford “over 1200 members” last term: see attached.

Summer 1963: Bulletin no 12: 16 sides of quarto + covers. Article on “How to be Successful” from
Oxford! Oxford in Hilary 1963 has over 900 members.

Autumn 1963: Bulletin no 13: articles incl one by Barbara Wootton, poems, reports: Oxford in Trinity had
over 600 members.

Jan 1964: 5th conf — Leicester. Marriage and the place of women in society. Mrs Florence Maude BA Dip
Soc Sc & Dr James Hemming; symposium led by women students.

Spring 1964: Bulletin no 14: printed on semi-gloss paper - 17 sides of quarto, 2 cols of small print. Report
on Marriage conf. Inc all the discussion group reports; reports from 8 groups inc Oxford — 1200 members
in Michaelmas.

Summer 1964: Bulletin no 15: 18 sides duplicated quarto. 5 articles plus reports. Oxford: “greater
publicity than ever before . . . we waged a campaign against the evangelical OICCU during their mission
week and our membership was down on the previous term by over 50%”.

Autumn 1964: Bulletin no 16: 34 sides quarto duplicated. Article by HJB (Humanism and Art) and
another on “Religion and the Far Eastern Crisis. Supplement: Humanism in Action — A Guide to British
Humanism / Education in Bechuanaland / Letters to the Press [“Humanist Approach”] / The Youth Service
[formation of a youth service committee] / Housing the Elderly [Ethical Union Housing Assoc] /plus list of
Local Humanist Groups and of friendly campaigns & organisations.







